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VAN-dah

e vimaa Atiance is made up mosty of warm- and ull-sun-growing orchids
with colorful flowers. Originating in tropical Asia, they are easily grown in
warm climates, where plants are cultivated outside in light shade. such as in a
ath house. In climates where winters are cold, they are often summered outside.
and grown inside during the winter in a sunny window, or year round in a green-

‘house. Smaller growing ascocendas are best outside tropical conditions.

LIGHT is a crucial factor in blooming.
‘most vandaceous plants. There are three
types of vandas: strap-leaved, semi-terete
and terete. The first type has broader, flat
feaves, while terete types have round,
‘pencil-shaped leaves. The semi-teretes are
ybrids between the two, with an iaterme-
diate leaf shape. Terete types need full sua
and are best grown i high-light climates.
Ina greenhouse, give the plants about 25
t0 35 percent shade, less in winter if over-
cast. Leaves should be a medium green,
ot dark green. In warm, bright climates,
you can grow any type of vanda outside
{df warm) with pastial shade for strap-
feaved types and semi-teretes (especially in
‘midday in summer) or inside (when cold)
in a bright, south window. In climates
‘where winters are overcast, ry ascocendas.
Grow them outside in summer and i full
sun inside during the winter. Be careful to
aclimatize plans to avoid bura.

TEMPERATURES for most vandas
should be warms; a s wiater ight
temperatue of 55 F is recommended

_ Colder spells can be olerated for 2 short

§ time if i is ot windy: Optimum tempera-

§ tves 3ne 60 10 70 F at might, and 2 maxi-

 aum of 95 F during the day, Warmes tem-

% peratuves mean faser growth, which st

£ be balanced with higher humidity, air

§ movement,and increased water aud frtl-

§ izex. Days should be warm and b for

& optimum plant growth

§
2 WATER shovld be spplied copiously
£ when the plant are growiag, but the roots
& st dey quickly. Because of this, sud

their extensive foot system, they are most-
Iy grown in slatted-wood baskets, or in
pots with a coase poting medivm. If theis
situation is warm and sunay, they may
need daily watering. Water sparingly in the
winter or during cloudy weather.

HUMIDITY of80 percent is ideal. In
tropical climates this may be easy to obtain
Tna greenhouse, this s easier to provide by
using an evaporative cooler. In the home,
place the plants on trays of gravel partally
illed with water. Air movement must be
strong.

FERTILIZE with a balanced (such as

20) fertilizer applied full strength
once a week during warm weather or se
2 one-quarter-strength solution at every
watering. Duing cool or cloudy weather,
apply fertilizer once every two to four
wweeks. Use a high-phosphorus ferilizer
(such as 10-30-20) every third application
to promote flowering.

POTTING should be done in the spring.
Plants in baskets do nof need to be sepot-
ted often. Leave them unless the pofting
‘medim breaks dows. Set the plaat, with
the old basket intact, into a container of
water o make the serial roots mare plizble,
and the set plant and basket into a larger
basket. For plants ia pots, repot in a slight-
1y po. positioning the plant in the
center. Use & coarse medium, whether fir
bar, ree fern or charcoal, and work it
around the soots. Keep shaded, humid,but
rier at the roots until new oot ips grov
Do ot overpot.

ed to orchids. We imvite you o joi s and leam
about the world's most fasciating dovvers and
plants Your membership entiles you o our
‘monthly award.winning magazine Orchids, 2

‘The A0S BookShop and Orchid Emporium.
and free sdmision to the International Orchid
Center in Delray Beach, Florida.
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